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7<D Journal of American Folk-Lore. 

Folk-Lore from the Eastern Hemisphere. — Over thirty subjects 
of anthropology, ethnology, and folk-lore of primitive nations recently stud- 
ied are presented partly by their authors, partly by the editor in Dr. Adolf 
Bastian's latest publication : " Allerlei aus Volks- und Menschenkunde," 
Berlin, Mittler, 1888, pp. 513, 8vo. (illustrated). This is only the first 
volume of a publication composed of original contributions, and may be 
continued ad infinitum if the enterprise is crowned with success. Asia 
and Polynesia are the countries which are chiefly referred to in this volume. 
We find in it an article on " The Religion of the Pelew Islanders," by Ku- 
bary ; another on " Mangaia," by Gill ; on " Siberian Spirit Worlds," by 
Nil; on "Devil Worship," by Caldwell; "Australian Ceremonies," by 
Gason ; " Duk-duk " (a ceremony-club on New Britannia Island), by Par- 
kinson ; " Cannibalism in British North America" (after Jacobsen) ; "Re- 
ligion of the Yakut People," after Priklonski ; " Australian Medicine-Men," 
by Howitt; "Initiation of Males," "Miracles of Witchcraft," extracted 
from Ad. d'Assier ; " Maori Cosmogony," by Shortland ; " National Soul ; " 
"Good and Bad Odors;" "Air and Odor;" "Spiritistic Theosophy;" 
" Society for Psychical Research ; " " Chinese Spirit Writing ; " the last 
six apparently from the pen of Dr. Bastian himself. — A . S. G. 

Funeral Customs in the Mohawk Valley, a. d. 1802. — Rev. John 
Taylor in his Journey through the Mohawk Valley, in 1802 (vol. iv. N. Y. 
Doc. History) : — 

"The character of the Dutch people, even on first acquaintance, ap- 
pears to be that of kindness and justice. As to religion they know but 
little about it, and are extremely superstitious. They are influenced very 
much by dreams and apparitions. The most intelligent of them seem to 
be under the influence of fear from that cause. The High Dutch have 
some singular customs with regard to their dead. When a person dies, 
nothing will influence the connections, nor any other person, unless essen- 
tially necessary, to touch the body. When the funeral is appointed, none 
attend but such as are invited. When the corpse is placed in the street, a 
tune is sung by a choir of singers appointed for the purpose, and continue 
singing until they arrive at the grave, and after the body is deposited they 
have some remarks made, return to the house, and in general get drunk, 
Twelve men are bearers — no carriers — and they have no relief. No will 
is opened, nor debt paid, under six weeks from the time of death." — W. 
M. Beauchamp. 

The Chinese Legend of Rip Van Winkle. — Mr. H. Pomeroy Brew- 
ster, of Rochester, N. Y., a member of the American Folk-Lore Society 
who has taken an active interest in its growth, writing in a journal of that 
city, recently remarked on the existence of a Chinese legend similar to that 
of Rip Van Winkle, as set forth by N. B. Dennys, in the Folk-Lore of 
China. The Chinese story would scarcely be suitable for theatrical pur- 
poses, inasmuch as seven generations have intervened between the departure 
and return of the hero, who has crossed the bridge into fairy land, and eaten 
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the fairy food. The land he visits is known as the Jaspar City, and to call 
a Chinese young lady by the title of nymph of the Jaspar Lake is the great- 
est possible compliment to her purity and beauty. This elegant and deco- 
rous turn of the legend is highly honorable to the Chinese ; indeed, it may 
be observed that whoever is desirous to retain the popular American pre- 
judice against that nation, as a nation, had better not read Chinese folk- 
lore. Dennys remarks, as is well-known, that the tale is also Irish, Gaelic, 
and Teutonic. — W.W.N. 

Onondaga Metaphor. — In an annotation to Zeisberger's " Essay of an 
Onondaga Grammar," reprinted from "The Pennsylvania Magazine of 
History and Biography," it is remarked that hearts and flames are used by 
the Onondagas, as among ourselves, to express the passion of love. To 
inflame the heart with love, Sehungara Aweriachsacu. 

A Rhyme for Divination by Means of Apple-seeds. — At gather- 
ings of young people in the country, one of their means of merry-making is 
to take an apple and name it secretly or openly after one's sweetheart, and 
use the following rhyme for divination purposes, chanting it as the seeds are 
counted. 

One I love, two I love, 

Three I love I say ; 

Four I love with all my heart, 

Five I cast away. 

Six he loves, 

Seven she loves, 

Eight both love. 

Nine he comes, 

Ten he tarries ; 

Eleven he courts, 

Twelve he marries. 

C, L. Pullen, Memphis, Tenn. 
This rhyme appears to be universally known in the United States. In 
New England, at the beginning of the present century, it was repeated with 
the addition of three more lines : — 

Thirteen wishes, 
Fourteen kisses, 
All the rest little witches. 

See " Games and Songs of American Children," collected and compared 
by W. W. Newell, New York, Harper & Bros. 1883, p. 109. This addi- 
tion, however, probably did not belong to the original formula. 

On the Hudson River, it is used by children to tell fortunes on daisies, 
by successively pulling off the petals, the last number indicating the lot 
For this piece of information we are indebted to Miss Mary H. Skeel, New- 
burgh, N. Y., who communicates other children's superstitions, which will 
hereafter find a place in our pages. 



